[Expressions of p53 and Gadd45a proteins in human pancreatic cancer and their clinicopathological significance].
To study the expressions of p53 and Gadd45a proteins and their clinicopathological significance in human pancreatic cancer. The expression of p53 and Gadd45a proteins was detected with immunohistochemistry in a series of 59 pancreatic cancers. Their relationships with the clinicopathological parameters including gender, tumor site, TNM stage, histological differentiation, and the prognosis of pancreatic cancer patients were analyzed. The positive expression rate of p53 protein was 67.8% (40/59) and that of Gadd45a protein was 42.4% (25/59). The positive expression rate of p53 protein is significantly higher in patients < 65 years than in patients > or = 65 years (chi squared = 4.711, P = 0.030). Gadd45a expression was not correlated to the age of the patients. No significant difference was found between the expression of p53 proteins and histological differentiation and TNM stage of the tumors. Gadd45a expression was correlated with histological differentiation of pancreatic cancer (chi squared = 10.052, P = 0.007), but not with TNM stage of the tumors. No significant differences in the prognosis were found between the groups with and without p53 expression (chi squared = 0.09, P = 0.764) and the groups with and without Gadd45a expression (chi squared = 0.14, P = 0.704). Both p53 and Gadd45a are highly expressed in human pancreatic cancer and may be associated with biological features of pancreatic cancer. Their expression alone or co-expression may be not helpful to evaluate the prognosis of patients with pancreatic cancer.